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PART I 

VF-114 CHRONOLOOY 1971 

JANUARY 

1-4 Upkeep Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines 

5-7 ACM Training Flights/Up Keep Subic Ba;y, Republic of the Philippines 

8-10 Up Keep Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines 

11 Missilex of£ Poro Point, Republic of the Philippines 

12 Enroute Yankee Station 

13-31 Special Operations on Yankee Station 

FEBRUARY 

1-3 Special Operations on Yankee Station 

4 Enroute Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines 

5 Up Keep Subia &3, Republic of the Philippines 

10-11 Enroute Hong Kong 

12-18 In Port Hong Kong 

19 Enroute Yankee Station 
20 Radar Training F1ights/Enroute Yankee Station 

21-28 Special Operations Yankee Station 

MARCH 

1-31 Special Operations Yankee Station 

AffiiL 

1 Special Operations Yankee Station 

2 Enroute Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines 

3-7 Up Keep Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines 

8 Refresher Carrier Quals Enroute Yankee Station 

9 Enroute Yankee Station 

10-25 Special Operations Yankee Station 

26 Enroute Subia Bay, Republic of the Philippines 

27-30 Up Keep Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines 

!1AI 
1 Up Keep Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines 

2-3 Enroute Yankee Station 
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4-16 
17-20 
21-25 
26 

27 
28-29 
30-31 

Special Operations Yankee Station 
Enroute Sasebo, Japan 

In Port Sasebo, Japan 
Enroute Yankee Station 
Enroute/11issilex OKINAWA Area 
Enroute Yankee Station 
Special Operations Yankee Station 

1-23 Special Operations Yankee Station 
24-25 Enroute Subic Ba,y, Republic of the Philippines 
26-30 Up Keep Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines 

1-10 Transit to Hawaii 

11-12 In Port Hawaii 
13-15 Transit to San Diego, California 
16 F:cy off to Naval Air Station, Miramar, California 
17 Arrive San Diego, Ca.lifornia 

18-31 Post Cruise Standdown/Leave Period 

1-10 
11 

12-15 

17-18 
19-20 

23-27 
30-31 

AUGUST 

Post Cruise Standdown/Leave Period 

Change of Command 
Standdown/Maintenance Test Flights 
Maintenance Test Flights 
Familiarization/Instrument/Radar Training Flights 
Familiarization/Instrument/Radar Training Flights 
ARF/Instrument Training Flights 

SEPTEMBE!!. 

1-3 ARF/Radar/Instrument Training Flights 
7-9 ARF /Radar Training Flights 
10-15 First Fleet ROPEVAL (5-71) 
16-17 Radar Training Flights 
20-24 Ar:M/Radar Training Flights 
27-30 Ar:M/Radar Training ~ts 



OCTOBER 

1 ACM/II.:;Jkr Training Flights 
4-8 ACM/II.:;Jkr/Navigation/FCLP Training Flights 

11-15 Aircraft down for ARA-63 Mod. 
18-22 Missilex at Pacific Missile Range 
26-29 ACM/FMLP /II.:;Jkr Training Flights 

1-2 

3-5 
8-10 
11 

13-14 

15 
16-17 
18-19 
22-24 
28-30 

NOVEMBER 

CW/NAV/II.:;Jkr/FCLP Training Flights 

CW/NAV/Radar/FCLP//Refresher Carrier Quals CVA-63 

CW/Radar/FCLP//Refresher Carrier Quals CVA-63 

Dependents Dey Cruise rJVA-63/ /Giv/Radar Training Flights/ /FCLP 
FCLP 

FCLP/ /Initial Carrier Quals CVA-63/ /CW/Radar Training Flights 

Initial Carrier Quals rJVA-63/ /CW/Radar Training Flights 
Glv/Radar Training Flights 
Glv /Radar Training Flights 
Air Wing DePloyment to FALLON 

DECEMBER 

1-10 Air Wing DePloyment to FALI.IlN 

14-17 AIJ!l/Radar/ FCLP Training Flights/ /Holida,y Leave 

20-23 ACM/Radar/FCLP Training Flights//Holida,y Leave 

28-30 Radar/FCLP Training Flights//Holida,y Leave 

I-A-3 



CONPmEN'PIAL 

NARRA,TIVE 

During the .first seven months o.f calendar year 1971, the '•Aardvarks 11 

o£ Fighter Squadron ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN served under the leadership of 

Commander Robert H. THALMAN, USN. On 11 August, Commander Peter W • 

KELLAWAY, USN relieved Commarder Thalman a.t a. formal change of cOJIIJII3.J'ld 

ceremony at Naval. Air Station, Miramar, California. 

Fighter Squadron ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN, with a complement of approxi

mate:cy 250 enlisted personnel, :34 officers and 12 to 13 F4J 11Phantom II 11 

aircraft was deployed aboard USS KITTY HAWK (CVA-63) as a component of 

Attack Carrier Air Wing ELEVEN £rom January through Ju~. During the 

remainder o.f the year the squadron was temporarily based ashore at Naval 

Air Station, Miramar, California where extensive ground and airborne 

training was conducted in preparation for redeployment to the Western 

Pacific. A portion of that preparation was carried out during an air 

wing deployment to Naval Auxiliary Air Station, Fallon, Nevada. 

The missions, fUnctions and organization of the command have remained 

basic~ the same as those reported in previous histories. 

On New Year's D~ Fighting 114 was undergoing upkeep abo~ USS KITTY 
HAWK (CVA-63) in Subic Bay, Re:p1blic of the Philippines. On the 5th, 6th, . 
and 7th Air Combat Manuvering (ACM) training flights were conducted from 

Naval Air Station, Cubi Point. Getting underwcey- on the 11th, the squadron 

participated in a missile £iring exercise {MISSILEX) o££ Subia ~ before 

proceeding to Yankee Station in the Gulf of Tonkin. The year1s first 

line period began on 13 January and continued through 4 February, at 

which time the ship returned to Subic ~· Special operations conducted 

from Yankee Station included Barrier Combat Air Patrol (BARCAP) 1 Mig 

Combat Air Patrol (MIGCAP), Force Combat Air Patrol (FORCAP), strike, and 

escort flights. Leaving Cubi Point on 10 February, KITTY HAWK proceeded 

to Hong Kong, arriving on the 12th. Underway again on the 19th, the 

squadron conducted radar training flights on the 2oth. On one of those 

flights, F4J BUNO 1.5724-5, CDR KE!..UWAY, pilot, and LT- NFO, suffered 

a utility :cydrauli.c failure and empe~e .fire. The accident caused 
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eONFIBSN'l'IAL 

substantial damage to the aircraft, which was diverted to DA NANG 

Air Base. The tempol."aey loss o:£ this aircraft until it returned 

aboard on 20 June, reduced the squadrOn's operating inventory !rom 
12 to 11. 

Yankee Station special operations were conducted from 21 Feb~ 

thrOugh 1 April, a period o! 40 days. Much of the .f:cy:ing done during 

this period supporled Operation Lam Son 719, a drive by the South Viet

namese armed forces into Laos to cut the logistics flow of suppl1es from 

North Vietnam through the Tchepone area. Also, on 21 March the squadron 

participated. in Operation Fractured Cross, a protective reaction strike 

against surface to air missile (SAM) support and logistics .facilities 

in North Vietnam. March was the high flight time month for the cruise. 

1029.0 hours were logged - an average of over 73 flight hours per 

aircrew. 

3 April through 7 April were spent in upkeep at CUbi Point. On the 

8th refresher carrier qua.lifica.tions (CQ) were conducted. The ship's 

third line peri.od lasted b'om. 10 April until the 26th. On the 22nd. 

the squadron was assigned the photo escort roll in the Quang lang 

operation, another protective reaction strike called in to suppress 

North Vietnamese AAA sites firing at a photographic reconnaissance 

aircraft and its escort, which resulted in the destruction of two 
MIG-21 aircraft on the l.'"l1l'lomy ~ · • 

Another upkeep period in Subic la.sted from 27 A.pril through 1 May; 

and was followed by the forth line period .from the 4th to the 16th of 

May. On the 12th, Rear Admiral D. W. COOPER, USN, (CTF-7?) and Major 

Genera1 J. G. ltllLSON, USAF, (DCO 7th AF) toured squadron spaces and 

were given back seat rides on strike hops flmm by CDR THAlMAN and LCDR-
Five days o! rest and relaxation were enjoyed in Sasebo 1 Japan 

from the 21st through the 25th. Underway again on the 26th, the squadron 

flew in a MrSSII.EX off Okinawa on the 27th and held an awards 

ceremony on the 28th. Commencing on 30 May, the now seasoned nAardvarks n 
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uEu~.a.\.lu terminated on June. On the 5th, F4J BUNO 15?2?0, 

LT pilot, and LT NFO, su.ff'ered minor 

d.amage when the arresting hook dropped to the extended position during 

the catap.tlt stroke. This incident reduced the number of available 

aircraft .from 11 to 10 f'or the period o£ 5 June to 24 June. After 

returning to Subic B;zy on 26 June, the squadron underwent its post 

cruise corrosion control inspection, and was commended on the condition 

of their aircraft. 

On 1 Juzy KITTY HA.WK and VF-114 started the transit home Via Hawaii •• 

On the 5th the ship detected and the "Aardvarks" successfully intercepted 

four Russian "Bear" aircra.ft which overf'lew the task group. This 

successful exercise proved the vaJ:ue. of l1la.l'lY long hours of alert five 

watches. 

On 16 Jlll3' the squadron aircraft flew off KITTY HAWK bOUJ'ld. for the 

traditional champagne welcome at Naval .Air Station, .Miramar, California. 

The remainder of' the squadron arrived in San Diego the following daY· 

The post cruise leave and standdown period lasted from 18 July 

until 17 August. CDR KEW.WA.Y relieved CDR THALMAN on 11 August. 

Maintenance test flights began on the 16thi the tum-al'omd refresher 

training cycle began on the 19th. Familiarization, instrument, radar, 

and airborne refueling training flights were conducted through 9 

September. 

Also, in August the squadron was tasked to provide 28 sorties 

:f'or the Replacement Air Group (RAG), VF-121. This program resulted in 

apptoorllnately 44 lost training .flight homos. 

During August and September four first tour pilots ani .five first 

tour NF0 1s reported aboard. A sixth NFO reported aboard in November. 

None o£ these "nugget'1 pilots were ini tial.ly carrier qua1:ified by the 

RAG. This added task required nmnerous Ill..al'l hours and flight hours tor 

extra CQ briefings and .field carrier landing practice (FCLP) - time 

which would have been utilized :for additional training during a normal 

turn around cycle. 
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GONFIDEiNfiAL 

September was a. busy toonth for the "Aardvarks ''• R&PEVAL (5-71) 

ran from the 1oth through 15th, effectively eliminating the squadron 

training program during that period. During ROPEVAL VF-114 was host to 

VAQ 133, supporting them in the maintenance of their four EA-6B air

cra.f't. Concurrentl;y ( 9-14 Sept) , the squadron provided and maintained 

one aircraft for the certi£ication trials of the automatic carrier 
landing system (ACI.S) aboard USS CORAL SEA (CVA-4:,3) • This project 

required 28.9 flight hours. Also, during September LT 

father, CAPT-· USN, (RET), toured squadron spaces a.nd was 

given a. ride in the Phantom II by LT-

On 14 September, Commander, Naval Air Force, Pacific Fleet, 

VADM T. J. '\-TALKER, USN, presented the Battle E.f'ficiency Permant to 

YF-114. The award, also lmown as the Battle Efficiency "E 11 , 

recognizing the "Aardvarks" as the outstanding Navy F4 fighter squad

ron in the Pacific for the period 1 January 1970 to 30 June 1971. 
During that period the sq'Uadron had compiled an enviable record. VF-114 

did not lose one flight crew member or any personnel due to serious 

injury during the entire cruise. 884 bombing sorties were flown • 

dropping over three million pounds of ordnance with a. bomb hung rate 

of 0.7~. On the last three line periods 1432 consecutive bombs 

were dropped with a hung rate of zero. Average aircraf't full system 

availability for the cruise 1..-a.s 66~ (highest ever :for an F4J squadron 

in WESTPAC). In April the average was 77~· VF-114 was one o£ two 
squadrons to operation.a.lllf depl.oy 'Wi. th and use Mode. I ACLS in WESTPAC. 

314 completely automatic carrier landings were made. The overall 
squadron boarding rate was 9S<f,. night and c1.e3', incl.uding carrier 

qualifications. 

ACM, radar. navigation and FCLP training flights were condueted 

£rom 16 September through 8 Ootober. Muoh of the ACM training was 

part o:f the "Adversary Prograrn 11 administered by VF-121 1s Top Gun detach

ment. Flights were .f'lCMl against F-41s, A-41s• and F-8 aircra.f't from 

other squadrons at Naval Air Station, Miramar, Calif'ornia.. 

I-B-4 GO!WIDBtl'l'IAL 

marcia.gaskin
Line

marcia.gaskin
Line



CONi'mENTIAL 

From 13 September through 6 October LT-and LT 

attended Top GW1 1 s Fighter Weapons School where they were schooled 

in the latest procedures for best emploYing the F4J weapons system. 

Their subsequent lectures 'li'ere an invaluable aid in the training 

program. 

On 6 October F4J BUNO 15'7!&45 LT- pilot, ard LT- NFO, 

sustained substantial damage when a Sparrow III missile struck the 

underside of the aircraft after launch. The aircraft was recovered at 

Naval Air Station, Mirallla.r• The accident reduced the available 

inventory by one until mid December at a time when two aircraft were 

already in PAR. 

Little £:eying was accomplished during the week o£ 11 through 15 
October, "t-.idle Air Frames Changes (AFC) 470 and 508 were incorporated 

into the aircraft. AFC 470 included the installation o£ the ARA-63 

Instrmnent Landing System (ILS) ; while AFC .508 added an ACts disconnect 

to the landing gear. Both modifications were done simulta.neous:cy- and, 

combined, took an average·. of 6 ~s per aircraft. 

During the MISSIIEX, flown in the Pacific Missile Range from 18 

through 22 October t 8 individual AlM-7 Sparrow nr 'E·" Is and 8 

individual An£-9 Sidewinder~ 11E'"s were earned. 

From 26 October through 10 November Commander, Fleet Air Mir3lllar 

conducted an Integrated Weapon 1 s System Review ( IWSR) , an inspection 

concemed with the maintenance, training :for, and utilization o:f' 

the entire F4J weapon 1 s system.. Airborne operations associated with 

the IWSR incltlded tvo missile firing flights in PMR, two bombing 

£lights in the El Centro areat and one ECM equipn.ent verification 

flight on the "E" range at Naval Air Station, China I.a.ke. LTJG -and LTJG -attended Top Gun from 26 October through 19 

No.vember. 

Ref'resher CQ, flights were conducted aboard KITTY HAWK £rom 3 

through 10 November. On the :3rd LT-and. LT- made 

the ship1s 120,00oth arrested landing. 
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COOFnlENTW. 

On SUnda;y' • the 7th, VF-1141s color guard participated in a massing 

of colors sponsored by the Mill tary Order of the World Wars and held in 

Balboa Park, San Diego, Cali!orrda.. 

The 11Aardvarks" participated in KITTY HAWK 1 s dependents 1 ~ 

cruise on the 12th, providing several carrier landing, bombing, and 

missile firing demonstrations. Initial carrier qualifications for 

three or the four first tour pilots were held for three days starting 

on the 15th. 

Ashore; bombing, FCLP, and radar training flights were conducted 

through out the month. On the 28th the squadron departed for the 

Air Wing Conventional Weapons ( CW) Deployment at Naval Auxiliary 

Air Station, Fallon, Nevada. The training, l-Jhich lasted until the 

1()-Ch of Decenber, provided the opportunity- for in:livid.ual squadrons 

to operate together as an air wing, and included C\i, NAV, EW, ARF and 

al]ila. strikes. During the competitive bombing exercise four individual 

bombing "E111s were earned. In the bombing derby the "Aardvarks" 

placed third behind two A?E squadrons (with their sophisticated boillbing 

computers), but ahead of an A-6 and the sister F-4 squadron. LT 

the intra-squadron competition. The squadron also hosted a 

detachment of two RA-.5C 1 s from RVAH-7 while at Fallon. 

After returning to Naval Air Station!; Miramar' the 11Aardvarks II were 

inspected by a COMNAVAIRPAC Maintenance .Advisory Teall! on the 14th 

through 17th, who made valuable recoi.TDIIE!ndations as to how to better 

utilize the maintenance assets. Also on the 17th, I.CDR 

VF-121 conducted the annual NATOPS evaluation. The aircrews scored 

an impressive 10~ satisfactory record. 

A well deserved holi~ leave period commenced on 15 December. 

VF-114 had accomplished an impressive record during 1971. By New Year1s 

Day, the "Aardvarks 11 were also 'liell on the wq- to becoming prepared for 

yet another successful WESTPAC cruise. 

CONF:mENTIAlr 
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1971 FLIGHT STATICS 

MONTH SORTIES FLIGHT HOURS NIGHT HOURS DAY TRAPS NIGHT TRAPS 
JAN 392 752.9 298·5 ·.195 167 
FEB 203 424.8 134.8 135 54 
MAR 515 1029.0 312.7 348 167 
APR 303 615.5 118.9 221 34 
MAY 259 528.8 90·5 188 59 
JUN 285 547·9 76.2 216 51 
JUL 19 24.0 0 7 0 
AUG 113 182.0 10.1 0 0 
SEP 226 312.7 56.6 9 0 
OCT 196 216.7 31·9 0 0 
NOV 320 379.0 96.4 165 45 
DEC 279 334·9 80.0 0 0 

TOTAl 3110 5348.2 1306.6 1484 577 

n-c-1 



MONTH 

JAN 

FEB 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

AUG 

SEP 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

1971 AIRCRAFT ON BOARD 

'~- AYJWIGE NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT 

12.0 

II-C-2 

11.7 

u.o 
u.o 
11.0 

10.7 

12.0 

12.0 

11.J 

8.5 

10.5 

12.1 



1971 ORDNANCE Elt IDITURES . . 

H ~ '" ~ 
~~ 

~l:l ~~~ 
"' <'-H "i "' f:l "' "' o- ~ [[jp.,g: \'i g: ro 

~: "' o-
~ "' ro • 

~ "' d ~ 
I o-

~~ t:lga ~~a "' ~ • ~" 
0 

"""' (.) ... "' "' H<O>: '""'"' - ·-
JAN 1177 2 1179 618,134-5 

FEB )68 368 192,200 

MAR 1203 44 10 16 1273 677,425 

APR 418 3 8 429 225,015 

MAY 420 420 220,500 

JUN . 576 4 576 302,400 

JUL 

AUG 

SEP 4 4 8 2,200 

OCT 12 12 4 14 42 14,200 

NOV 6 2 454 4 93 6 11 180 756 23,875 

DEC 12 740 314 :J2 1,098 28,630 

TOTAL 4,196 19 48 18 16 1202 18 407 (38 11 182 6,149 
ITEMS 

TON AGE 2,207,096 8,860 39,612 9540 8,320 ~,404 6804:· 24,420 ~.040 11,000 2,305,290 
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AHARD NO. 

8-18 
9-19 
5-14 
6-12 
7-12 
7-10 
6-15 
1-18 
7-16 
1-9 

AIR MEDAL 

I.CDR 
LTJG 

STRIKE/FLIGHT AIR :HEDAL 

~ AWARD NO. 

CDR 6-14 
CDR R. H. THWfAN 11-21 
CDR P. W. KELLAWAY 14-24 
!.CDR 1-10 
!.CDR 1-10 
LT 1-7 
LT 1-10 
LT 2-8 
LT 1-8 
LT .5-14 

NAVY Cor!MENDATION MEDAL 

LT (W/CDD) ()rd) 
LT 

.AFCM 
Al1S1 

II-C-4 

LT 
LT 

AWARD NO. NAME 

6-14-
1-8 
1-10 
1-9 
1-8 
6-1.5 



~ 

~ 
LTJG 
LTJG 
LTJG 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 

COMF.AIRMIRAMAR AVIATION SAFETY AWARD CERTIFICATES 

HOURS HOURS 

500 500 
500 1500 
500 500 
500 1500 
1000 500 
500 500 

BA'rl'IE READY EXCELLENCE AWARD CERTIFICATE (E1s) 

AWARD 

~?+AIM-9 LTJG 
AIM-7+~9 LT 
AD1-?+AD1-9 
AIM-?+AIM-9 LT 
AD1-7+AIM-9 

AIM-9 LT 
AIM-? LT 
AIM-7 CDR 

II-C-S 

~ ~ 
AD1-?+AIM-9 LT 
AIM-?+AIM-9 LT 
AIM-?+AIM-9 LT 

ADi-9 
AIM-? LT 

.AIM-9 
Ail~? LT 
ADI-7 LT 

HOURS 

1500 
500 
1000 
500 
1500 

AlfARO 

AlM-9 
AD1-9 
AIM-9 
AIM-9 
AlM-9 
AIM-9 
AIM-9 
An1-7 
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·~ .............. · ...., ""(\.l.aa4.1.1t.""".;_·. Vt'~.O S.' UV.iLl ~.!.C.•r~ 

liav·~u. ;.,ir Station 11iram-.:tt 
San Diego, Cali fornia nl.U5 

FITRON 11L LOI 1~71 
FLT/cx 
3000 
11 1-T ovember 1971 

FITRaf ll4 LOI l-71 

From: Conl!'tanding Officer, Fighter Squadron CU3 .HUNDR~D FOUl1T-~Et,J 
To: Fighter Squadron O~JE Hmm:~l;;:n FOTh1'1' ::::3i'l . 

Su.bj: CQ Deployment 16-?.J Nove&aber 1971 aboard USS ICil'TY ar~lK (CVA-63) 

Enc~ ~ (1) CARQUAL RequiNlilents 
(2) Schedule of 3vents 
(3) Officer Deployment Roster 
(4) Enlisted Deployment Roster and Du'~y Assignr.tents 

1. The purpose of this LOI is to set·forth the schedule of events and as sign 
responsibilities in support of Aircrew Carrier Qualification scheduled for 
16-23 November 1971 aboard USS KI'£TY lL'\.HK {CVA-63). •'\.ircrew qualification 
requirements are set forth in enclosure (1). To support the training require
ments dtt.ring this period a VF-114 detachment. will be positioned in USS KIT'!i'Y 

· I'!f~''rt<: in acco.rda11.ce t.Jith the schedule o£ events delineated in enclosure (2 ). 

2. The £ollo~r.i.ng duties and responsi'::>ili ties are assigned. 

(a). LT is designated Senior T:/atch Officer and is responsible 
£or assigning Squadron Duty O.ff'icers and Integrity 1tl atch Off'icers. 

(b) LTJG is responsible for coordinating the on-loa.d and 
of'£-load o£ squadron personnel and equipmsnt. 

(c) L'l'JG is responsible · for :maintaining lva.rcl. Room accounts and 
e,.nsuring tha timely p!!Jilllent of'. mess bills. 

(d) Officer stat·~oo.n assignments are delineated in enclosure (3). 

(e) U:?on reporting aboard USS KITTY HA~·lK, AliSO 
all senior patty officers on billeting and watch as 

t·Till brief 

(£) All personnel will proceed by mode/type o£ transport~tion as s9eci£ied 
in enclosure (4 ). 0££icers 'Will chec\<: in ui.th the Cantain's Office upon 
reporting. Enlisted personnel will chcc!c in \ri.th the tlF-114 Squadron Duty 
Officer in Ready Roma #1. 

3. Uniform requirements at sea arc as foll~vs: 

(a) Uniform o£ th~ day: 
Of.ficer/Chief Petty Ofi'icer - ~-lo:;:-king Khnld/Aviation ~·Torking Groen 
Enlisted - Dungarees. . ; ·. ' 

Copy to: 
COliNAi!Aiit!l.W (Code 31C) 
C01:ili'JliX·:ITl11i! f.\R 

/ ·' 
• ... ~/' :..-~~:· ,'* ~.- •· • • 

I. \t: ~'ll-11~:; ·j._ . ,-· ··~ 

CO, USS KI'i"l'Y HA!;1K ( CVA-63 ) , CONlCTKCi.nliR!:rrfi~G ELEVEN 



C:\RQUJ\L REQUIRMEN'l'S · 

1. Pilot experience 8nd landin6 re~uirtr~nts: 
D·/N RANK/ 'l'OTAL TC'I'AL DATE LAST F-4 T&G 

~.c.~~lL# .NAl·!E CAT AR.R. LDGS 'l'JHE ARR LDG TINE REQ ARR REQ 

OS B 465 4004 11171 1723 2 4./6 
09 B 334 2660 11/71 1100 2 4/6 
10 B 460 2136 11/71 1370 2 4/6 
11 B 199 172? ll/71 1100 2 4/6. 
12 B B 1000 4/69 :us 2 1016 
13 B 11 4J2 5/70 100 2 1016 
14 B 11 1~11 5170 110 2 1016 

2. CARQUAL Reouirements~ 

a. Pilots for day landings . 7 
b. Pilots for night l~ndings 7 
c. Pilots for day landings by category 7B 
d. Pilots for night landings by category ?B 
e. Total touch end go's 14 
f. Total day arrests 46 
g. Total night arrests 42 
h.· Of£icers to embark 9 
i. Enlisted to embark 36 
j. Aircraft ave.ilable 6 
k. Aircraft to fly. e.board 6 

Enclosure (1) 
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15 NOV" 71 

16 NOV 71 

16 NOV 71 

16 - 19 NOV 71 

TBJ\. 

-
' 

ZVEHT 

Load support equipment aboard USS KITTY li!MK (CVA-63). 
Equipmant. to ba sto~Gd nnd }.ock~d up in spaces allocated 
by CVA-63. 

Assigned pGrsonncl to be c~oard pri.or to 0730 local. 

Six aircraft fly aboard USS laTTY HN;n< with the .following 
Aircrcws: · · 

Conduct CARQUAL Operations 

llpart uss KITTY HA~TK for NAS 1'1iramar. It is anticipated 
that personneJ/ gear vrl.ll be returned to NAS 11iramar via 
Helo/Cl.A. Arrangements for subj transportati.on will be 
completed at a later date. 

Enclosure (2 ) 
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DATE OF RANK 

1 AUG 68 
1 AUG 69 
1 SEP 69 
1 Jf.JN 7~ 
20 JU"l'J 67 
1 JAN 68 
1 Jlm 68 
1 JlJL 69 
1 JUL 69 
1 JUL 70 
l APR 71 . 
1 JUL 71 
1 JUL 71 
1 SEP 71 
20 FEB 70 
7 HAR 70 
4 JUN 70 
7 NOV 70 
14 NOV 70 
6 !«!. 71 
1 t,UG 71 

PH01TE #/ 
STilTEROON 

Enclosure (3) ·._ 
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ENLISTED DEPLOYMENT RO~ER .i'wlD DUTY !.SSIGNl-1ENTS 

(_ NAME RATE MOT. 
ADJ.AA 

AEC 

A!~C 

LINE DIV 
M•iHl 

AliEl 

AMHA!'l 

lLSl'1A.N 

ATAN 

ADJAN 

ADJ.3 

AME2 

M 

AA 

1!N 

AE.3 

!lE3 

AQAN 

AQAN 

AT2 

liE.3 

ADJ3 

Al1S2 . 

Ai1HAN 
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Fighter Sq'.lar1ron Ol'TE HUliDnED FOUTI'.i'EEN 
Fleet Post Of'fi ce 
San Francisco 96601 

VF-114/JRP:cx 
3000 
23 November 1971 

FITRON 114 ADDENDU!! TO CDJ.!ATKCATIAIR'IIl!G ELTI:VZN OP O:W'lR 1-71 

From: Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron OfJE HUNDRED FOURT'SEN 
To: Fighter Squadron ONE HUHDBBD FDURT3:3l>J 

Subj: FITRON 114 Conventional ~Veapons Deployment; Fallon 

Encl: (1) Operations 
(2) llaintenance 
(3) l!ovement Instructions 
(4) Administration/Personnel 
(5) COlllpendium of J.lajor Events 

1, This Addendum supplements COI<lATKCAi.\.AI_'R!ffi>JG ELEVEN OP-ORDER 1-71. 
It is issued to provide specific guidance and instructions to facilitate the 
2'8 November through 11 December Fallon ~Jeapons DeploYJ7!ent and associated 
squadron mover.1ents. Certain areas of this addendum duplicate COl-1A.TlCCAH.f-..IR':JING 
ELEVEN OP-ORDER 1-71 for convenience. 

2. In:form..1.tion pertinent to the deployment and associated m.ovenents is contained 
-in enclosures (1) through (5). Depnrtraents and individuals assigned sp.acifie 
duties herein will promulgate infonnation as appropriate to all those concerned. 

Co:py to: 
C0HATKCfu1fi.IRloliNG 2Ll!:VEN 



0:?'1_':..:\.'i'IOHS 

1. The squadron will deploy a.ll aircrews, 10 aircr1.ft, and a;_")nrox:i....."nately 120 
enlisted p:::.rsonnel to HAAS, Fallon. l:ission traj_ning l~equire;·,zents are as 
directed by the Commanding Officer or higher auljhority. ~'lequirer:10nts for each 
dey's oparntions will be promulgated 1Jy the Squadron Flight Schedule. 

2, Planned sorties .:.nd ordnance loads nre as follows: 

29 NOV- 20 day !ll(76/2'175 

30 NOV - 20 day NK76/2'l75 

l DEC- 18 day/10 night IIK76/2n5 

2 me- 18 day/10 night !IK76/2'175 

3 DEC ... 18 day/10 night 11K76/2'l75 

6 DEC ... 16 day/8 night l'TIC76/Zill!I (Airwing Boinb Derby) 

7 DEC - 16 day /8 night lll(76/ZUNI (Compex) 

8 DEC ... 16 day/8 id"ght TBI\ 

9 DZC- 16 day/8 night TBI\ 

10 DEC ... 10 day TBA 

3. Aircraft and assigned crews will commence fly-aHay from NilS !'U.ramar to 
NAAS Fallon at appro:xi.mately 100 on 28 November 1971. 

I .. ·· 
/ 

! 

I 

Enclot=mrA (1 ) 



: ·. 

HAIN'fENANCE AND t1ATERIAL 

.1. CVW-11 Advance Liaison and Hainl:.enance coordinr:>t or is "ro1CS 

2. A daily fod walk-down will be condu:!ted prior to commencement of e~ch 
day' s flight operations or as ren.uired. The fod WPlk-do1.-m will be supervised 
by the cm~-11 Maintenance coordinator. 

3. Souadron Support Eouipment will be drP.wn from the NAAS F~llon GSE Brpnch 
Office (Hangar 300) by the Advence Liaison Officer. GSE issue will be 
coordinated through the CVVJ-11 geinten~nce coordjn:>'bor. All driversloper!"tors 
Qf GSE.will be licensed ~nd femiliar with the s·fe operPtion of e~uinment. 

4. Souadron vehicles will be dra~m from NAAS Fellon Public Works tr~nsnortrtion 
dispatcher by the Advance Liaison Officer. 

$. Souadron storekeepers ~1ill re~ort to the fuel desk (Bldg 65) for a briefing 
on aviation fuels, nitrogen, ~nd li<"'uid oxygen ~ccounting -procedures. 

· 6. Aviation supply issue rooms are loc.:>ted in room 102 (H?ng~r 300) :-nd building 
12. After 1630 on weekd~ya ~nd on weekends AOCP/ANFE items will be submitted 
to the Supply Duty ~ection in building 65. 

7 • Souadron spf.'ce assignments and aircr::ft J:S.rking spc>ces will be Pssigned by 
the CVW-11 Advance Liaison Officer upon cxriving. 

s. .3M Documentation will be in accordance with nrocedures of OPNAVINST L790.2 
and OPNAVINST 5442 series, Pert III, B. 2-b (pege 50) P.nd P~rt III C-2 c (p@ge 
59).· Flight and NOR date, MHA and NDR data will be ;;.irmailed to VF-114 
detaclment, NAS Mire.IIL:~r. Docwnent control forms will contain 11AvJAY FROM HOME11 

code "Ku. 

9. General maintenence end upkeep of SOU8dron ~ircreft will be oerformed at 
NAAS Fallon. Major m~intenance, insof~r as possible, will be performed by the 
VF-114 detachl:J.ent at NAS i1iran1Cir. 

10. The soue.dron ~dvance p?rty Will est<'blish lieison with the CV\'1-11 Adv:>nce 
LiC~.ison Officer upon· e.rrival ::ot NAAS Fallon. 

Enclosure (2) 



MO~J11EI~T IJIJS1'RUCTI(!)NS 

SUPPORT B1UI Pt·1ENT: 1\. 2k Ton Stake Truck wiil b~ made available· to the Squadron 
~on Wednenday, 24 ~Jovember 1971. Upon arrival of the truck, shops l'til l load all 
Maintenance Support Equipment scheduled to deploy to NAi~ Fallon. ApproximatelY 
5300 # of ·gear is scheduled to be transpor·ted. l\'hen loading of the truck is 
complete it l·rill be parked in the Hangar awaiting the Airlift. The Airlift has 
been requested for Sunday, 28 November 1971, but could arrive as ear~ as 1200, 
Saturday, 27 November 1971. Firm Airlift times 'Will be promulgated when received. 

PERSONNEL - ADVANCE PARTY (AIRLIFT): The below listed personnel constitute the 
Advance Party segment to be transported to Fallon via Airlift on Friday, 26 
November 19?1. Firm Airlift departure times l'Jill be promulgated when received. 
All personnel 1-nll be standing by ready to load at least two hourf prior to 
scheduled departure time. Orders will be picked up from the VF-114 SOO and 11Next 
of Kin" Forms (available from so¢) are to be completed prior to boarding the 

. Airlift Aircraft. The advance party will meet with the Squadron Liaison Officer 
. at 0900, 27 November 1971 in Hangar 300 

RATE 
'AVCM 
1IA 

. AA 
AA 
AA 
AN 
ASMAA 
AMSAA 
TN 
TN 
SD2 
SD2 
AEAN 
AA 
CS3 
HN 
SN 
SA 
AQC 

PERSONNEL - ADVANCE Pt.RTY (POV): The below listed personnel constitute. the 
Advance Party segment to be transported to Fallon via POV (PrivatelY Owned Vehicle 
The Advance Party will meet with the Squadron Liaison O£ficer at 0900, 27 
Nov~ber 1971 in Hangar 300. · 
N RATE ~M 

(DRIVm) 

(DRIVER) 

AFCM 
AMSC 
AQC 
AOC 
A03 
AOJ 
AOJI.N 
ADJC 
AEC 
ATC 

ENCLOSURE ( 3) 
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PERSONNEL - ADV!'.NCE P;~R'i'Y (PQYJ (CONT 1D) 

RATE 
ADTc 
ANE2 
/lDJl 
SN' 
Al1HO 
Al-182 
.JU.illl 

( DlUVER) AQ3 
AQAN 

PERSONNEL - HUN GEOUP (AiaLIFT) ~ 'l'he below listed personnel constitute the 
Main Group Se@nent to be transported to Fallon via Airlift. This Airlift has 

. been requested for Sunday, 28 I~ovember 1971, but could arrive as early as 1200, 
SatUrday, 27 November 1971. Firm Airlift times will be promulgated when received 

··All personnel Will pick up orders from the VF-114 SDO, complete "Next of Kin" 
· Forms (availaq.:;t.e · from SDO), and be standing by ready to. board at least two hours 

,Erior to qch~duled departure_ time. · · ·: . , .. 

· ... : 

RATE 
AMEl 
A.FJ. 

ADJl 
ADJl 
AN.Hl 
AMHl 
AOl 
AZ.llil 
AT2 
AQ2 

AT3 
AT3 

AMS3 
AZJ 
ADJ3 
AEAN 
AOAN 
AZAN 
ADJAN 
AN 
AMSAN 
AMH2 
AMS2 
M1E2 
AE2 
AT3 
AE3 
ADR3 
A03 
ADJ3 
ADJAN 
AEAN 
AEAN 
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. PERSONNEL - HAU1 GiWUP ( A~.'~LTF~~ CONT r D) : 

NAME RATE SSAN 
AA-
L\ 
AQ2 ,., 

• v • 

PR2 
.. ADJ2 

ANS3 
AE3 
ADJ3 
AE3 
AT3 

AQ3 
AMH3 

AMHAN 
AN 
SR 
AQAN 
AEAN 
AOAN 
AMHA.A 
A02 

. A03 
A03 
AMHAN 
AN 

. AT2 
AQ2 

AE3 
AME3 
ADJ3 
A}fSJ 
ANHAA 
PRAA 
AQAA 
A& \fAN 

ENCLOSURE ( 3) 



P:msomrr..L - 1-f~~IH G;~Otii? (pov): The below listed personnel constitute the main 
segment to be tranr..c.rted to Fallon via POV (Privately Om1ed Vehicl). 

( D:~IV'".J\) 
(DitiV~~=t)· 

( DRIV/1\) 

!?.ATE 
tJa 
t.03 
A02 
.A03 
AO.\N 
A02 
AOl 
AOl 
.A02 
ATl 
.AT2 
t..TAN 
AN 
AEM.J 
s"..N 
l..EAN 
ANHJ 
.'ill.) 
ADJ.3 
ADJ3 
AOl 
~~ 
AZ3 
Al1E1 

AT.3 
~m 
ADJ3 

NO POV o:rmr:;:~ 

NO NV Oi . ..Dii.S 
POV i.hl.iJ::.-s 

POV Oi~utl~S 
NO ?OV u.,D~.S 
NO POV OnDLaS 

POV J~..D.!;;;\S 

POV O,.Dl:J.S 

NO POV OiW~-iS 
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AYl1rTISTRATTON/PERSO~:-EL 

1. OQ·.iBATS .f.'or all enl i.stad deploYing to ~~.AAS '.i'alion will be tarm:lnated ·r.or 
the period of the dcplo;ymant. 

2. All personnel '1-.T;i.ll check-in with the otnC of the Advance Party ('Bldg 300) 
upon arrival a·t l,rA.;~S :!lallon. Berthing wi.ll he assignzd and meal passes 1dll be 
issued upon check-in. · 

· 3. Uniforms ... Off!:_<2rs &~d QPOts· 

Uniform o:r the .::a:.~· ... Servic0 Dress i1lue 

Working Uni..fOJ:'!Il 

Servtce Dress J<haki (optional) 

- Service Dress Xhakj_ 
Aviation Green ~lorkin~ 
Khaki 'tlorking 

*Garrison caps may· be l-J'Orn with the worldng uniforms 
*AViation Grs.'m working may be ~orn on Na'l.;ch 

Unifonn - ot.h.vr ~listed 

Uniform of the l)ay ... Service Dress Blue 

Worldng Uni.fo:;.-m Undress .. Blue 
:D\4~gare3 ilo.r!dng/Fa·M.::;ues 

* World.n;~ un:i.fo~~l wi.ll not be 1-10m ashore !-ihila :tn a liberty status. 
* ftlorldnQ; uni fo1-m :.nay· be worn on watch 

Uniform for .lti.rlift - All personnel utili.zi.ng ·t.he a·trli tt ~ri.ll be i.n the 
untform of the day . 

Civilian Clothin_z - Personnel are authorized to Haar aopropri.a-t.a ciVilian 
clothing on libart~.-, on station during o.f.f duty hotU's, 
and for all meals ~n the rn~ss hall. 

Safety He1nGts ·- All parsonnel operatinz motorc7[cles aboard NAAS Fallon must 
wear safety helmets l-Ih?ther in uniform or ci.vilian clothes. 

4. All hands payday -.:dll be held on 26 November 1971. Personnel wi.ll be ptlid 
up through 30 Hovemb::Jr 1971 on this paycheck. Th.3re are no rBstri ctions on 
depositing or cnslri.n;?; ·(.hese paychacks prior to 30 ~~overnber 1971. 

5. Advance Per D:i.er11 is authorized· for all per.sa.~.m~l who so desi.re, hOt-rever 
it is discoura}.·;ecl due to the large nwnb2r of vorsonm~l and the limite:dlfaci~H,;.es 
aboard ~!AS l'iiramar. f;:~ ( Jf.:it '(. 

6. Orders 1-dll be available for pick-up at the VV-llL. S i)() desk on or after 
23 November. 

1 •. Airlift schcdul~s ;.nll be promulgated to alJ. hnnds -.;·then recci.wd on 
Wednesday, 2h November. All personnel will be standi.ng b~r, r~adv to board J 
two hours prior to schcdul~d dep~rture time. 



COJ.1PENDIU!1 OF I!AJOR EVENTS 

TUES 23 NOV! T/1D orders for all h.r>nds nt SDO av£~ileble for those desiring 
adv.?nced Tl':D per diem. 

-- ' ' 
WED 24 NOV: . Loen 2~l stFke truck by 1600 

THRUS 25 NOV: Holiday Routine 

FRI 26 NOV: 

SAT 27 NOV: 

SUN 28 NOV: 

HON 29 NOV: 

Early p~yd8y for ?11 h?nds~ AdvPnced p~rty -"'irlift depPrts -
time and pl.t'ce to be {lnnounced. pick up orders from SDO (log out) 
end fill out next of kin chits. 

Advance p"rty :md VF-114 Li:=oison Officer meet ~t 0900 H-"'Uf!"r 300, 
NAAS F0llon. Snu?dron ordnnnce personnel in PdV?nce prrty ettend 
ordnance briefing (time TBA). 

All hE'nds dep:>rting for NM:.S Fr.llon pick un orders from SDO "nd 
log out, fill out next of kin chits. Airlift dep~rting for Fellon
time - plrce to be announced. Box lunches rt borrding. Lord sunnort 
eouipment. Lord personal lugg..,.ge (for :-ircrews fl-.•ing snuPdron 
nircrnft) on ..,_irlift - duty driver rnd truck h--ndle. 

Unloading .<:t Fallon to be coordin,ted b'" ~"dvance p~·rty. 

All personnel, upon rrriving rt NAAS Fr>llon, check in with NAAS 
OOD ~nd OINC of the lid vance pr.>rty ·(Bldg 300). 

Souedron ordn~ncemen (less advflnce prrty) rttend ordnPnce h~ndling 
brief (time TBA), 

Souadron ordnnncemen stragglers a.ttend ordn?nce hendling brief 
(time TBA), 

Enclosure ( 5) 



FIGHTER SQUADRON ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN 
l'l..IET ,.O.T OI"P'ICil 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

96601 
ZOT-Gram 2 
1 January 1971 

Dear ~iiv!:!s, Parents, and Fiancees, 

It's a New Year, and it promises to be a good one for the now combat
s~asoned, carrier wise Aardvarks. When I wrote our first ZOT-Gram, we 
were just arriving in the Western Pacific, and eagerly looking forWard to 
our first real operational test on the line off Viet-Nam. The Aardvarks 
had pet"formed every possible training exercise and were confident in their 
ability to do whatever task they could be expected to perform. I am 

' extremely pleased to report that our confidence has been justified to the 
fullest extent. Starting with the first day of operations and continuing 
to the end of the line period, VF-114 has looked like the proverbial 11old 
pro" and has been the subject of several favorable comments by seniors in 
the chain of command who have seen several fighter squadrons operate out 
he~e. I, in turn, have been extremely pleased with the tremendous spirit 
shown by these men who are often called upon to work extra long hours and 
to whom that "little bit extra" seems to be the normal working pace. 

Early in the morning of 3 December saw the KITTY HAWK moor at the 
carrier pier, NAS Cubi Point, in picturesque Subic Bay, Philippines, which 
is the main port of call and principal support base for the U. S. Navy 
ships of the 7th Fleet. It is located about forty miles north of Manila, 
has a fine, sheltered, natural deep water harbor, ship repair facilities, 
large supply and fuel storage capacity, and a Naval Air Station capable of 
filling all requirements of 7th Fleet aircraft units. The 3rd and 4th were 
spent at the pier, but this tiae there was little time available for liberty, 
shopping, and sight-seeing. It was busy, busy, busy for all hands. There 
were a lot of supplies to be loaded that are not available until arrival in 
WESTPAC, practically continuous briefings ~o •ttend, and one more school 
for the Aardvark aircrews. Each time a unit starts operating in a new 
area there are quite a few new rules and procedures to be learned, especially 
in this area. And its always best if you can get the latest word from the 
guys that have been doing it every day. This port call offered the invaluable 
opportunity for our pilots and RIOs to attend the Jungle Survival School 
here at Cubi Point. It is very informative, and just might aake the 
difference for someone that has to leave an airplane the hard way over 
the Laotian or Vietnamese terrain. Every Boy Scout should have a chance 
to go to this school. You really can make &'fire by rubbing two sticks 
together! There was a little tiae for Christ.as shopping runs to the 
exchanges, but to our chagrin, visits by three· carriers in the previous 
two weeks had left the exchanges looking like the Thanksgiving turkey on 
the day after. I'm afraid many of us were disappointed on that score. So 
money was saved, anyway. On the 5th, the Hawk left Subic for a•couple of 
days of refresher operations in the Philippine waters. For most it was the 
first flying since Hawaii. Starting on the 8th, Hawk and the Aardvarks 
were on Yankee Station, as the carrier operating position off Vietnam is 



called~ involved in full scale combat and combat support operations. Flying 
hours were noon to midnight, varying to 1400 to 0200, and the inbetween 
hours were very fully utilized with airplane maintenance, underway ammunition 
replenishment, and the incessant airplane shuffling that is a way of life 
where space is so critically j.mportant. Every man responded to the demand 
for that extra effort that marks the topnotch outfit, and that is practically 
a trademark of the U. S. Navy in a combat situation. The demands were 
tough, but the response was determined and always equal to the occasion. 

Though not everyone in our U. S. understands the role we play or the 
necessity therefore, let me assure you that this ship and her air wing are 
a ~ irritating thorn in the side of the Communist forces attempting to 
subjugate the peoples of all Indochina to their rule. Without the air strike 
capability of ou~ 7th Fleet, the capability of our forces to stop or severely 
throttle the flow of way supplies and troops from NVN south would be sorely 
inhibited. 

The last eleven days on the line were ext~a busy, as the Hawk was the 
only carrier out. Hancock and Ranger, the other two 7th Fleet carriers 
were relieved to go ~nto port for the Christmas holidays. Ranger, in turn, 
relieved the Hawk on the night of the 28th so ~~ could have our turn at a 
little well deserved Rest and.'Recreation. Christmas was a full working day, 
but with an excellent Christmas dinner, and a little Aardvark ingenuity, the 
apirit of Chriatmaa was there, and it was indeed, a special day. 

Totaling the statistics shows that during the month of December the 
Aardvarks flew 735 hours, wi~h 349 carrier landings, over one-third of which 
were at night. Our young aircrews are fast becoming combat seasoned veterans 
having flown 317 combat missions this month. In addition to their primary 
fighter missions they have del ivered 849 bombs during day and night strikes. 

Doing all this.·flying has kept the MaintenanceJDepartment very busy, 
of course. ThetAardvark ~~intenance personnel have performed in an out
standing manner in all respects. The availability of aircraft to meet 
scheduled events has been well above the fleet average. and it is due to 
the hard work and the long hours put in by our maintenance men that we have 
enjoyed this high rate of availability. It was noted with pride that our 
ordnance branch has completely met the challenge of a higher bonb count, 
and double the missle load of previous cruises, with fewer men than in the 
past. It is really an enjoyable challenge just trying to keep up with this 
hard charging bunch of men. 

Since our last ZOT-Gram we have 
bachelors are ~ AMH3 
AtSAN whose pa~n 

in 

The 

Also since our last ZOT-Gram we have had six of ourlAArdvarks advanced 

2 



December we 
AQFAN to AQP3 • 
A03 to A02 and 

from,AQF3 to AQF2 and 
On the 1st of 

had t~o of our career petty off Good Conduct Awards. 
his third award 

great pride that I am able 
oxemplary attitude and behavior that these men 
years. 

.ADJl, his 
to award them for the 
have shown throughout the 

• • '' • II • 

presenee 
their on

Congratulations 

had the honor of awarding the 11Aardvark of the Month11 to 
ATN2 What follows is an excerpt fro~ the letter of 
congratulations: "It ia witb. ~~treme pleasure ~hat I commend you on having 
been selected "Aardvark of the Month" for November 1970. While assigned to 
the Troubleshooter Branch of the Line Division you completed all assigned 
tasks in an outstanding manner. Your ability to diagnose malfunctions in 
the complex F-4J radio and navigation systems coupled with your thorough 
knowledge of the aviation electronics rating have made you an extremely 
valuable asset to this squadron. The fine example which you have set for 
your shipmates by your exemplary personal appearance and your cheerful 
willingness to help others has contributed immeasurably to the morale of 
this squadron." We in the squadron have a great adairation for those 
chosen as "Aardvark of the Month" as the competition is tough and only 
the truly outstanding men are chosen. Because all the Aardvarks have 
performed exceptionally well this makes the selection very difficult. Along 
with the letter and a squadron plaque the awardee is granted a 72 hour pass. 
Petty Officer - flew off to Hong Kong for a couple of days and from all 
reports had a great time. 

We're all looking forward to a good veek at Cubi Point, where we will 
mix work and play, hopefully in about equal portions, and to a three day 
visit to Manila prior to going back out to pick up where we left off. I 
expect our next ZOT-Gram to be in the mail about the end of the first week 
in February, when I hope to report an~ther successful line period. 

In closing, each and everyone of you can be justifiably proud of 
your Aardvark, for he is performing admirably and is an important member 
of one of the best fighter squadrons in the Navy. 

Best wi~~e~ for a ~~w Year. ./ .-- . 

- ~~?'~/' ,.,·-q-;-~ ~~t'6~'1?J<t/J/1---·--·--
R. H. THALMAN 
Commanding 



Dear Hives, Parents, and Fiancees, 

Thanks so much for your most grat:i.l-yin~ responses to our last Zot-
Gre.m. Your interest is highly appreciated, and ;re ,·1ill do our best to keep 
the information coming. i pondered sending this earlier, but decided that . 
the information would· be more complete and meaningful if I tied it to a uhole 
line period (providing they do not get longer than this last marathon) as 
')Ur lives and events seem to revolve about the Kitty Jiavrk, and VF-114 
·">IJerating schedule. 

Huch has happened ::;ince m;y last Zot-Gram from Cubi Point al.Jnost b·ro 
months ago and I am proud t o report that the .A.a.rdvarks have no~r extended our 
history of outstanding performance over three line periods on Yankee Station. 
The desire on the part or all. hands to put fort~ 11tha.t extra effort 11 in 
doing the best possible job continues to prevail throughout VF-114 and is one 
factor that places the Aardvarks one step ahead of the rest. 

Statistics for the third line period speak f'or themselves, 1315 flying 
hours, o£ l~hich 1029 ,.rere in March (an enviable ~..rk £or :my fighter squadron) 
and 636 carrier landings. V.1e delivered 876,000 pounds or ordnance on targets 
against enem;y lines of communication in support o£ the ARVN (A~ of the 
Republic of Vietnam) during operation Lamson 719. 

~ 

Iarnson 719 was, as you probably knov, a large operation by the South Viet
namese conducted in Northwest South Vietnam and in a small part of Eastern 
Laos. to disrupt and hinder North Vietnamese suppl y routes into South Vietnam. 
There was a considerable amount of very i ntense ground f i ghti ng going on. 
and \·Te flew a considerable number of air strikes in support of the South 
Vietnamese Arnw and 1·farines. The squadron also participated in a big way 
in the retaliatory strikes in North Vietnam against the surface-to-air 
missile sites that had been firing at our aircraft in Laos and South Vietnam. 
All the bombing t-las, of course. only bali' of our total effort • the other 
half being our real, primary mission, that of f]ying a.s air defense flights 
to protect our other ships and aircraft in the Gulf of Tonkin from possible 
air or surface sneak attack. This job 't-Tas professionally done day and night 
t-1ithout incident thanks to 11all pro" pilots • radar intercept. officers, and 
maintenance personnel. · 

The maintenance department has continued to do an excellent job of 
providing thee 'squadron with up status aircraft to meet our demanding operational 
commi. tments • Of special note I ,-1ould. like to spotlight two particular branches 
for their outstanding workmanship and the hard work expended that continues 
to make VF•ll4 stand out in the eyes of the fleet. The squadron's Airframes 
Branch is one of the best in the business and has proven . llStrumental in 
providing the aircr~-1s 't·Ti th shipshape and safe aircraf't. EspeciaJJ.y worthy 
of note is the corrosion control team whose fine workmanship and care of the 
aircraft t·JaS evidenced by the exceptiona.l:cy .fine grade that 
during our recent Mid-Deployment Aircraft Inspection. Al1S2 
leads the d~ corrosion 
control 
and iM53K 



Certainly equally worthY of note, are the fine accomplishments of the 
Squadron Calend~ Inspection Team whose efforts cannot go unnoticed. The 
Calendar Inspection Cycle is a very important phase in the assurance of 
airworthiness~, of all our squadron aircraft. In a short period of time, 
the aircraft is literally disassembled, systems checked and adjusted and 
then• the aircraft must be reassembled in a correct, safe and timely fashion. 
~embers of the Check Crew are carefullY selected to maintain a high degree 
.lf professional qualifications in the various ratings. Each member in a 
sense is his own crew leader and is called upon to es 
tasks The branch has been supervised by 
and include: AMH2 

ADJJ 
and ADJAN Our fine dai:cy availahili ty speaks very highly of 
products produced by the Check Crew. 

Flieht Operations for the thiro line period were much the same as last 
time Ni.th the first launch taking place around midmorning and the .final 
recover,r shortly before midnight. Hours varied somewhat but the air Wing 
was blessed 'td th improved t-1eather over the gulf' and onJ.y a vteek of Red 
Carrier (~1idnight to Noon) operations. 

Kitty fiawk received a brief respite from Flight Operations 26 February 
1971 and again on the .5th and 18th of March. The Aardvarks took advantage 
or these three da,ys catching an extra 40 winks, "Writing letters, relaxing, 
and in general enjoyin~ a little free time - a rare commodity during cyclic 
operations. 

Our port call to Sinp.;apGre was cancelled, and the at sea period extended 
to 43 days due to operational col11111itments~ This was a big disappointment 
to many of us who were eagerly anticipating a visit to Singapore. It was, 
however, necessary to keep the Kitty Hawk and Air Wing 11 on the line to 
help•out the South Vietnamese during some fierce fighting in South Vietnam 
and taos. The Aardvarks took it in stride and performed better than ever. 

Kitty Hat'fk departed Subic Bay the morning o£ February lOth .f'or our long 
awaited visit to Hong Kong. Arriving in Hong Kong Harbor on the morning 
o£ the 12th the Hawk dropped anchor and the Aardvarks, along with all but 
the duty section, setc;out to enjoy - without a doubt, the finest liberty 
port in 1.<1ESTPAC. Hong Kong, in a word, is variety! It o.f'f ' rs the :most 
complete and deversified shopping area imaginable, a number of excellent 
restra.urants of every description to say nothing o.f' the natural beauty and. 
unique and interesting mixture o£ far eastern culture. 

Our first couple of days consisted primarily of one tremendous shopping 
marathon; cameras, stereo equipnent, china (the dish variety), Jeweboy --
you name it. l.Jhat vi_sit to this famous port would be complete without a 



stop, or several, at one of the many renowned tailors? The Hong Kong 
Habe~shars enjoyed pienty of business from the Aardvarks. 

The emphasis changed to sight seeing as wallets and checkbooks bega.t. to 
show signs of our shoppinp.; endevors. V1.ctoria. Peak, Repulse Bay, the Float
ing Restra.urant at Aberdeen, Tiger Balm Garden are but a. few of the m~ 
pl aces visited. Our six days in Hong Kong passed by all too quickly and 
we found ourselves frantically trying to remember what was left of' the 
shopping list while earring our many packages back to th~ ship on the 17th. 

Kit;ty Hawk departed the following morning ror Yankee Station where she 
remained until the Ranger relieved us on 1 April. Arriving in Subic Bay. 
yesterday we commenced f ive days of upkeep and resupply, f'or- our- retUrn.. to 
the line the 8th • · 

! 

whose wife makes her 
~or~ 

and SN----on---

Airman the Line Division has been selected qy the 
squadr ve the 11Aa.rdva.rk of the Month" award for Februar;y~·1970. 
Airman serves on the line a.s a Plane Captain and as such is 
responsibh for the perfomance of Da.i~ Inspections, "Turn Around 11. Inspect
ions, servicing the a.ircrd't and the maintenance of ~n prevention 
program on assigned squadron aircraft. In addition, --is responsible 
for the training of newly a~signed personnel in the functions and responsibil
~lane Captain. Although the award 'is for the month of February. 
llllllllllllperformance has been exemplar.y the preceeding months ---- a 
prime example o£ the extra e££ort I mentioned earlier in this letter • 

. 
~ goodbye to the following Aardvarks during ~is line period. LT 
llllllllllleft us to assume new duties at the Naval Air Test and Development 
Center, Patuxent River. He will be involved with · 

0 illi I • ' th .. . .. -
' CS3 AT) 

AN AJ.fS2 and A.DJ2 a.li 
returned to the states • We·wish them the best o£ luok and 
a following sea.. left for shore duty a.t NAS Patuxent 
River, Md. Al.fHl to VF-101 homeported in-
~Virginia. AK3 was ordered tQ NAS Memphis and AMS2 
lllllllllto HT-8 in • We were sorr.y to see all these 
competent people leave us as their talents will be sorely mis~ed but we 
wish them the best of luck in their fUture assignments. 

3 



Th.e Aardvarks 'Hill lose one of its more accomplished pilots to the 
fiehte:r community this inport period in Gubi Point. ICDR 
leaves us to take over as Elcecuti ve Officer of 1-!F -102 one of' 

f'our Lieutenant Commanders in the Navy to be so honored. has 
been wi. th the Aardvarks since December of 1968 as O~r, C)nd 
most recent]y the r·faintenance Of'ficer. \\fe all<·rish ----the VeT"J 
best in their net-r duty assignment. 

The Aardvarl<:s have not-T surp;;tssed the half' 1-ra.y point of the Deployment and 
I run extremely proud of the superb performance of Fiehtin{; J.l /4-. \'fe all 
look fonrard to an even more Stlcessful completion. I t's all down hill 
f':rom here on, but He 111 stay in gear anyt>r~y. 

lt has novr been about one hundred and fifty days since most of the 
Aardvarks had a chance to be 't·ri th their families, and there are still a 
~oodly number left. It is at this p::Jint in the cr-1.1ise that the dold:ru.me 
oometimes set in, and there is nothing that does so much to brighten the 
day out here as a letter from home. I 1m asking you to keep them coming 
as frequently as you can; they make the cruise a lot shorter. You may not 
al1-1a,ys hear frorn your man as often as you •·rou.J.d. like too, hut h~· is truly 
ve:r.>' busy, and after h.ro or three <·reeks at sea, it 1s sometimes tough to 
find so:nething n01·r to tr.dte about. 

itf;ain, thank ~rou all for the solid supp:>rt for onr bie family out here. 
Don •t ever let an;rbod,y tell you that the younr, men of onr nation aren 1 t 
the 'Qcst .an~·r!:er.e·. They prove their mettle daily out here, .md have 
every reaGan to be proud men in a proud outfit. I wtsh you all could have 
the opportunity to 'Hatch this chip and. nquai!.ron in actj.on. The thrill al'!d 
lTJ8.r'lrelous precision of air operations on an attack aircraft carrier, da,y 
o:r ni;l~t, just has to be seen to be believed. Hhen your men speak Nith 
C~{citement about the flight ops, it is an nnderstatenent. Ever.y man has 
his part in tbe operation. 

These non live Hith thrills, adventure, and excitement. Tell t..hem abou+. 
lo,re and the loved ones at horne. 

Faithfully and respectfully yours, 

-~~~~~ 
Robert H. Tf{AU<tAN 
Commanding 
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Dear Wives, Parents and Fiancees, 

Zot Gram 5 
19 ~ 19'71 

Since rtlf last Zot Orai.t .from Cubi Point ear~ in April. we have 
completed our fourth and firth line periods on Yankee Station. 
Compared to some of the earlier line periods, nlUIIbers f'our and five 
were relatively short with a four da\Y' inport period at Cubi Point 
sandwiched in between. "Dame Fortune• continued to smile on the 
HAWK and her embarked air group sa we were bl.essed, for. the most 
part, with good fl3ing weather. On the wa:r back out to the Tonkin 
Gulf :f'roDl our brief stq in the Philippines early this month there 
were several tropical. storms in and about the Gulf and South China 
Sea but they fai1ed to cramp our style. 

Flying hours for the .fourth and fifth line periods ranged £rom 
0700-1900 to 1300-0100. Much to eversones pleasure we had no Red 
Carrier Operations (midn:ight to noon). Combining operational stat
istics for the two reveal 1.069.4 .flight hours' 501 arrested landings 
and 1166,656 pounds of ordnance delivered. 

"While on the subject of numbers· I would like to point out that 
the Aardvarks are leading the West Coast aviation community wi t.h over 
,00 81Ltoma:tic carrier landings (New automatic "hands-of.£'11 landing 
system where the aircra:f't is i"lown via data link to a near perfect 
landing aboard •the boat"); but one of many higbJ3 prized capabilities 
of our Phantoms. I lmow for a fact that arr:r o£ our aircrews will. tell 
you the automa.tic carrier landing 11Black Boxee" are worth t.heir weight 
ill gold and ll:lake those unbelievab4r dark night an-ested landings consid.er
ab~ brighter. 

AB is -true o£ any' system in the aircra.tt the Automatic Carrier Landing 
S:ysten requires exacting ~ha.ve 
-two 111en who 8l"e our experts, 8Jld ---- They 
maintain this sophisticated sy-stem so t.ba.t i"t is available on the 
dark and gloollff nights vhen our i.i.:........The 
rest o£ the -ht crew includes -

- and the night supervisor. All these men are 
responsible or repa:Lr:Lng the discrepancies which occurred during the 
previous da.Y. '!'his JtJq include aeything from a cockpit lighting maltunct
ion to a. g:rro that. is not working proper]3'. Since our aircratt. systems 
are almo8t all electric~ operated they ID8.1'V time~ tind themselves 
dealing with airframes or power plants troubles too.· These men must 
~ lmow the a:irora.ft from one end. to the other. 

The dq crew takes over a.t 0700. Since most of our f':cyi.ng has 
been during the dqlight hours these JDen a.re sta.nd.i.ng by to repair 
discrepancies between launches. Their quick diagnosis o£ a problem and 
time~ repair has sa.ved ~ sorties from being lost. This orEN is made 



up of 

Zot Gram 5 
19 May 1971 

and is the 
day' Chief besides the electric branch 
chief and overall supervisor o.:r the shop, has recent]¥ been working as 
flight deck chief for the Aardvarks. Besides tloing their jobs in an 
excellent fashion, these men have taken it upon themselves to sponsor a 
Philippine youngster to four years of high school. This is cerfia.i.n4r 
a wonderful humani ta.rian act, and !JW hat is off to them. 

We have another shop which works with electrical. equipment, but 
type • 'J.'his is the AT branch under the SUperV'iSion of Chief 

It is their responsibility to maintain the communication, 
and. electronic countermeasures systems of our Phantoms. 

Again, the responsiblli ties o:r the day and night crews are the same. 
Essent1a.l.:cy' the day crew ef.fect repairs that can be made quickJ¥; change 
a radio or piece of navigation gear on the flight deck between lannches, 
while the night crew perform jobs that require more time. They track 
down problems in antenna systems or repair or replace malfunctioning 
electronic countemeasures equipment. This equipuent is all imr'll"tl'tAr1t 
for it helps protect our flight crews from surface to 

-nights. joined the 
has come to the shop after a tour with the 

All these me tandin~and I am 
By the W831 wife,-- is expect-
so s~s the expectant fatlter. 

At this writing the Aardvarks are -=-~:"Oute to Sasebo, Japan and 
eager:cy anticipating a new and dif'£erent port of cal1 and even more 
important a week of relaxation awa.y £rem the demanding tempo o£ Yankee 
Station operations. 

Sasebo a.s you na;y know is located on the island of Kyushu, the South
em most major island of £our in the Japanese Archipelago. The sea port 
o:t Sasebo is located on the Westem coast of Kyushu and is approximate~ 
4o miles north of Nagasaki. 

Historical.zy, Kyushu is considered to be the cradle of Japanese 
civilization and offers something £or everyone. Although lacking the 
variety of Hong tcong, Sasebo has much in the way o£ stereo and electronic 
gear, silks • cameras and pearls for the shoppero Our new camera bugs 
will find many interesting ph.ces to see in Sasebo and the immediate 
area. For any of the Aardvarks who missed the opportunity in Hong Kong 
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Zot Gram 
19 May 19?1 

to try their hand at ea.ting with chop sticks, Sasebo has many fine 
restaurants and offers a rematch £or those o£ us who £ailed to master 
the oriental. art o£ transporting food, via two sticks, a total distance 
o:f 12 inches. We are all loo.ki.ng forward to our sta;y in Sasebo and 
wish you were here to share it with us . 

• presented her husband, LT 
the 2~ newest 
in at111111111111111 Congratulations. 

girl on 
weighed 

- advanced £rom see.man apprentice to seal118ll on 
10 April and the brightest set o£ Lieutenant bars in the squadron are 
no,r on the collar of !IE. 

Just as we have gained ~,..,,.,.., ,._iv,,.,.. .... ,., we have, at 
t:ime lost the talents o£ 

- and AEJ 
VF-J21 while ADJ2 

During our most recent sta_v in Subic Bay the ear~s 
month, we bid i'a.rwell to three oi' our officers. LCDR--

to the Navy Post Graduate School.,_..£omia; 
returned to civilian life and CWO) was 
active duty atter JO years in the a.vy. 

Following our 5 Wey's in Sa.sebo the Aardvarks will again return 
to Yankee Station for our suth and final line period. This exceptional 
squadron has led the pack through five arduous line periods and I 
am confident that we will continue to put .forth 11~ into the success£ul. 
completion of our final e.ff'ort in WESTPAC. 

The cruise is reaching the point now when eveyone can see the end, 
and we are all anxious to get home again. It is a.lso time for the rumors 
to pop out o£ the cupboards. There ha.s been a lot of specul.ation by 
most o£ us (me to9 on what our exact return date will be, and how soon 

J 



Zot Gram 
19 May 1971 

the Aardvarks are going b~k to sea, on what ship, with what airplanes, 
etc. A lot.o.f this has been and still is more unsettled than usual 
due to Capitol Hill's debate on the number o.f attack aircraft carriers 
that are needed in WESTPAC to .fight the war, support our allies, main
tain a strategic defense posture, and to 11show the fiag". Until this 
is settled, we must be able to cope with two or three deployment contin
gencies. According to the plan we are presently trying to prepare for, 
and which looks to be the most likely, VF-ll4 will keep the airplanes we 
now have, and deploy to WESTPAC again on the KITTY HAWK in early 1972· 
We are still due home the middle of July, and that schedule looks firmer 
every day. We will have a :full month stand-down, with an absolute minimum 
of squadron work and a maxinnml leave policy commencing three days after 
our return to Miramar. After that it is back to work beginning the next 
training cycle. 

Fighting ll4 has had a really outstanding cruise so far, from an 
operational and satety standpoint. The liberty days have been sparser 
than usual, unfortunately, but we have tried to get the 100st out of the 
11 inport" time we have had. I am bound and determihed that we will continue 
safely through this lest line period and I believe that everyone else is 
of the same mind. This week in Japan should do a lot for JlU1llPing up 
sagging spirits and zipping through that la.st line period with all the 
lterve and expertise the Aardvarks have shown all cruise. 

Our next Zot Gram will wrap up the cruise and should be in the ma.i.1 
about the first of July. 

The postage on letters just went up, but believe me, these guys are 
worth it. Keep the mail rolling in. Our A~>.rdvarks are just a little 
homesick and, being inveterate romantics we all love those special letters. 

Fai thtulJ.y and respectfully yours, 

~;_;~;$::-'~~-
R. H. THAlMAN • 
Commanding 
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Dear Wives~ Parents and Fiancees: 

ZOT GRAM 6 
30 June 1971 

Yankee Station~s came to a scre.eching halt 23 
June and as Airman .......... has indicated on the previous 
page . . . The Aardvarks are~ at long last Homeward Bound! 
In fact a week or so after you read this your 'special member' 
of VF-114 will be in San Diego beginning a well-deserved (and 
month long) stand down and rest period. 

Much has happened since that bright sunny November morning 
when we all said good bye at North Island. Eight very long 
months have passed and the squadron is finishing what can only 
be described as a h __ of a successf'ul cruise. It is with a deep 
sense of' pride and respect that I can tell you that the Aardvark's 
performance throughout the cruise has consistently been nothing 
short of outstanding. No brag,:just fact. Our sea periods 
were long, the tempo of' operations high and working conditions 
often times arduous at best. Through it all this fine group 
of men were more than equal to the task and the squadron 
commitments were not only met but surpassed! 

Reducing the job that we've been doing for the last eight 
months to numerical totals reveals: 4820 flight hours, 2264 
arrested landings and 1377.2 tons of ordnance delivered on 
targets in Laos and Vietnam. I would like to stress the fact 
that for every hour flown there were many hours dedicated to 
maintaining our phantoms in top condition. The determined 
Aardvarks maintenance effo~t resulted in aircraf't availability 
that other F-4 squadrons could only hope for·. A further 
indication o:f the high degree of professionalism present 
throughout the squadron isshown by our ordnancemen who maintained 
the bomb racks> did the loading manually and were responsible 
!'or the Aardvarks closing out the cruise with no 11 HUNG" bombs 
out of the last 1 >432 that were loaded. (A "hung" bomb is one 
that doesn't come of:f the aircraft when it should and requires 
the aircrew to divert ashore to have it downloaded.} For 
what it i s worth, we believe this is an a l l time F-4 record. 

One additional item while on the subject of statistics, 
that being safety. Our very, very best statistic: No man in 
Fighting 114 was lost or even seriously hurt during this cruise. 
This is to me, to you, and to the Navy, the most important thing 
of all. Our men and your men are the most important asset in 
the world. Without them, we are nothing. With them all hale 
and hearty, there is not a finer, more professional organization 
in the world. 

The line Division did an 
~hey have done al 
........ along with AMHl 
~frorts of the Plane Captains, 

the troubleshooters branch. Both 

job the last line 
Avionics Technician 

es the 
supervises 

ns and the 



Troubleshooters are responsible ror ensuring their aircraft 
are ready and SAFE for each launch. These guys have one or 
the more demanding jobs in the squadron, working over 14 hours· 
every day on a hot and dangerous carrier flight deck. They 
are extremely proud of the 2.8 million dollar airplane that 
is assigned to them, and command a great deal of respect from 
the pilots and RIO's. Three of the last five Aardv ' o 
the from the Line Division. ATN2 
AME2 and Airman llllllllllllllwere all chosen 
for the outstanding Job they ha~at is really off 
to these guys. uPlane Captain 11 in a tailhook squadron is 100% 
a man's job, a professional's job, and leaves no room for 
carelessness or slackers. It's hot, noisy, fast, and dangerous, 
and our man that qualifies as a plane cap t ain has got the goods, 
all the way. 

I think I can safely say that we all found that our stay 
in Sasebo was a welcome and refreshing change from our home 
away from home, Cubi Point. The Aardvarks took full advantage 
of our six days there touring the island, shopping and being 
terrified by Japanese taxi cab drivers. There as in Hong Kong, 
everyone drives on the left side of the street and the cab 
drivers do their best to get to your destination fast! The 
many fine restaurants lived up to expectations and our Japanese 
food gourmets are still talking about them. The weather there 
was considerably cooler than what we were accustomed to and 
May is certainly a nice time or year to visit this beautiful 
country. (Join the Navy, it really can be fun.) 

We departed Sasebo 26 May to return for our sixth and 
final line period. After such an enjoyable stay in port we 
were all ready to go back out and finish the last 3"1/2 weeks 
or Yankee Station Operati ons. Our arrival in Cubi Point after 
this final line period was del ayed one day on account of typhoon 
"GI LDA". The inport peri o.d at Cubi Point was primarily to off 
load equipment, perform necessary upkeep on the HAWK and in 
general get ready for the transit home. Would you believe we 
loaded 800 motorcycles aboard?! 

Since my last Zot Gram we have 
and had ten leave the s 
tion from 

Additionally one of our pilots 
selected this year to take up studi 
School in Monterey, Ca l ifornia. LT 
11 plankowner," having been with the 
best of luck and a bright career to 
be tough to replace. 

(2) 

gained one new Aardvark 
station 
e wife 
reside at 
ne1-rcomer. 

transferred to 
Bay. 
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OK. We are homeward bound, and here is what the future 
purports to be. 1 July, we are enroute to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
arriving there on the lOth . On the 12th the HAWK will be 
underway for San Diego, expecting to tie up at North Island 
the morning of the 17th. One day earlier, we hope, as many 
as possible of our airplanes will be flown off to their home 
station, NAS Miramar. The next month will see a minimum of 
work and a maximum of play. Everyonets earned it. We plan 
on officially "passing the helm" to Commander Peter w. Kellaway, 
our extant executive officer at 1330 on the 11th of August 
at the Parade ground, NAS Miramar. We will be honored to see 
as many o·f you as can· make it there. Join us if you can. 
These young men will build and renew your faith in America. 

This is, probably, my last word to a great many of you. 
I am humbly grateful, and proud of the parents, the wives, and 
the fiancees that have kept the mail coming, spread the good 
news and swallowed the problems, and inspired our guys to press 
onward and upward all these many months. The Navy way and the 
carrier squadron life are a constant challenge, at home and 
a~ay. It demands your best understanding and constant support, 
and builds the finest bunch of guys in the world. That's what 
makes it great. It's competitive, it's honest, it teaches and 
demands superior skills, it makes lifelong friends, and it 
takes special care and interest in its own people. 

Thanks, and God bless you, everyone. 

Faithfully and respectfullY, yours 

~ .ft~·~/~~" 
/,; ~ ./ .::?"4~. ' 

Robert H. Thalman 
Commanding Officer 

(3) 




